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The Senate met at 9 a.m., and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
QOgilvie, offered the following prayer:

Gracious Father, our hearts are filled
with gratitude. You have chosen to be
our God and chosen each of us to know
You. The most important election of
life is Your divine election of us to be
Your people. Thank You that we live in
a land in which we have the freedom to
enjoy living out this awesome calling.
We are grateful for our heritage as
‘‘one Nation under God.”

As this workweek comes to a close,
we praise You for Your love that em-
braces us and gives us security, Your
joy that uplifts us and gives us resil-
iency, Your peace that floods our
hearts and gives us serenity, Your spir-
it that fills us and gives us strength
and endurance.

We dedicate this day to You. Help us
to realize that it is by Your permission
that we breathe our next breath and by
Your grace that we are privileged to
use all the gifts of intellect and judg-
ment You provide. Give the Senators,
and all of us who work with them, a
perfect blend of humility and hope so
that we will know that You have given
us all that we have and are and have
chosen to bless us this day. Our choice
is to respond and commit ourselves to
You. Through our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able acting majority leader, the distin-
guished Senator from Indiana, is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, this
morning the Senate will resume con-

Senate

sideration of the defense authorization
bill with Senator FEINGOLD being rec-
ognized to offer an amendment on Air
Force tactical jets, with 30 minutes for
debate.

I ask the Senator, is that 30 minutes
equally divided between opponents and
proponents of the amendment?

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, no, it
is not. The agreement is 20 minutes on
my side and 10 minutes on the other
side.

Mr. COATS. For the information of
Senators, Mr. President, the Feingold
amendment will have 30 minutes of de-
bate, with 20 minutes allocated to the
Senator from Wisconsin and 10 minutes
allocated to those opposing the amend-
ment.

Following the debate on the Feingold
amendment, the Senate will resume de-
bate on the Bingaman amendment re-
garding space-based missiles, with 15
minutes of debate remaining on that
amendment. A vote will occur on or in
relation to the Bingaman amendment
at approximately 9:45 a.m., this morn-
ing.

Following that vote, the Senate will
resume consideration of the remaining
amendments to the Defense authoriza-
tion bill. Therefore, Senators can an-
ticipate rollcall votes throughout the
day up to and including final passage of
the defense authorization bill.

As indicated last evening by the ma-
jority leader, the Senate will complete
action on this bill today. And with the
cooperation of all Members, the Senate
will hopefully finish the Defense au-
thorization bill early this afternoon.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1998

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SMITH of Oregon). Under the previous
order, the Senate will now resume con-
sideration of S. 936, which the clerk
will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 936) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 1998 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe person-
nel strengths for such fiscal year for the
Armed Forces, and for other purposes.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the bill.

Pending:

Coverdell (for Inhofe-Coverdell-Cleland)
amendment No. 423, to define depot-level
maintenance and repair, to limit contracting
for depot-level maintenance and repair at in-
stallations approved for closure or realign-
ment in 1995, and to modify authorities and
requirements relating to the performance of
core logistics functions.

Wellstone amendment No. 669, to provide
funds for the bioassay testing of veterans ex-
posed to ionizing radiation during military
service.

Wellstone modified amendment No. 666, to
provide for the transfer of funds for Federal
Pell Grants.

Murkowski modified amendment No. 753,
to require the Secretary of Defense to sub-
mit a report to Congress on the options
available to the Department of Defense for
the disposal of chemical weapons and agents.

Kyl modified amendment No. 607, to im-
pose a limitation on the use of Cooperative
Threat Reduction funds for destruction of
chemical weapons.

Kyl modified amendment No. 605, to advise
the President and Congress regarding the
safety, security, and reliability of United
States Nuclear weapons stockpile.

Dodd amendment No. 762, to establish a
plan to provide appropriate health care to
Persian Gulf veterans who suffer from a Gulf
War illness.

Dodd amendment No. 763, to express the
sense of the Congress in gratitude to Gov-
ernor Chris Patten for his efforts to develop
democracy in Hong Kong.

Reid amendment No. 772, to authorize the
Secretary of Defense to make available
$2,000,000 for the development and deploy-
ment of counter-landmine technologies.

Bingaman modified amendment No. 799, to
increase the funding for Navy and Air Force
flying hours, and to offset the increase by re-
ducing the amount authorized to be appro-
priated for the Space-Based Laser program
in excess of the amount requested by the
President.

Feingold amendment No. 759, to limit the
use of funds for deployment of ground forces
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